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Kenya went to the elections on Tuesday 8th 

August 2017. This was the sixth election the 

country was undertaking since the 

reintroduction of multi-party politics in 1991.  

Kenya has a long standing history of electoral 

violence with the worst being experienced 

during the 2007–2008 that led to the killing of 

1,300 people, maiming of 300,000 and internal 

displacement of over 600,000 people. Apart 

from the 2002 and 2013 elections, the 

remaining elections have experienced 

electoral violence. One point to note is that on 

the two occasions that there was no violence, 

the incumbent was not defending his seat. 

There is thus need to look at the correlation 

between the electoral violence and the 

incumbent being on the ballot paper.  

 

These elections were the second to be 

conducted under the terms of the new 

constitution adopted by referendum in 2010 

and the first that the county governors were 

 

 Voters braved the hit and long queues to ensure that they casted their vote 
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defending their seats. It was also a revamped 

electoral body under the new commissioners 

which came into place following a series of 

demonstrations by the opposition that forced 

out the commissioners of the Independent 

Electoral and Boundaries Commission (IEBC).  

Five million new voters were enrolled in the 

voter register pushing the voter population 

from 14.3 million in 2013 to 19.5 million this 

year. Angaza Empowerment Network applied 

for accreditation from the IEBC to deploy an 

election observation mission so as to provide 

an impartial assessment of the electoral 

process. As expected the general elections was 

held in Kenya on 8 August 2017 with voters 

electing the President and his deputy, 

members of Parliament (Senate and National 

Assembly) and devolved government 

members (county governors and ward 

representatives).  

 

It is in lieu of the above that ANGAZA 

undertook the observation of the elections so 

as to make sure that the elections were free, 

fair and credible. As is the norm world over, 

Kenyans have a right to democracy and their 

governments have an obligation to promote 

and defend it, and that democracy is essential 

for the social, political, and economic 

development of the peoples of Kenya. 

 

The scope of this intervention is entrenched on 

the belief that democratic elections are a pillar 

of stability, and that in very specific terms, the 

essential elements of representative 

democracy as defined in the Democratic 

Charter, including: respect for human rights 

and fundamental freedoms; holding free and 

fair elections; a pluralistic system of political 

parties and organizations; separation of 

powers; independence of the branches of 

government; freedom of expression and of the 

press; and constitutional subordination of all 

state institutions to the legally constituted 

civilian authority. 

 

Elections are a celebration of fundamental 

human rights and, more so especially civil and 

political rights. Election observation 

contributes to the overall promotion and 

protection of these rights. A genuine election 

is a political competition that takes place in an 

environment that is characterized by 

confidence, transparency and accountability 

and that provides voters with an informed 

decision. It presupposes respect for freedom 

of expression and free media, freedom of 

association, assembly and movement, 

adherence to the rule of law, the right to 

establish political parties and compete for 
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public office, non-discrimination and equal 

rights for all citizens, freedom from 

intimidation etc. 

 

Election monitoring is the observation of an 

election by one or more independent parties, 

typically from a non-governmental 

organization (NGO), primarily to assess the 

conduct of an election process on the basis of 

national legislation and international election 

standards. 

 

The reasons for monitoring this election was to 

record and report instances of fraud and 

malpractice with a view to proposing ways of 

tackling them for future elections. Angaza 

Election observation looked at the entire 

electoral process over the two months 

campaign period of time, rather than at 

election-day proceedings only. By being 

cognizant that the legitimacy of an election can 

be affected by the criticism of observers, 

ensured that Angaza operated above board 

and unbiased in its observation. The 

organization will thus appoint  

 

Due to constraint of resources, Angaza 

Empowerment Network launched its election 

observation mission with the deployment of 

40 short-term observers from both Nairobi 

and Mombasa County to observe voting and 

counting. The mission was led by Mr. Derrick 

Malika Ngumu who is the organization’s 

Chairman since he is a notable individual and 

honorary leader in an effort to enhance its own 

legitimacy. Angaza Empowerment Network 

made its assessment based on Kenya’s legal 

framework and its obligations for democratic 

elections as envisioned in the constitution and 

laws on electoral process where all its 

observers signed the IEBC Code of Conduct for 

Election Observers.  

 

On 11th August 2017, three days after the polls 

Uhuru was announced winner with 8, 203,290 

(54.27%) votes by IEBC chairman Wafula 

Chebukati with his strongest contender Raila 

Odinga of NASA trailing him with 6, 762, 224 

(44.74%) votes. These percentages reached 

the required double threshold of 50 percent 

plus one vote and 25 percent of the votes in 

half of the counties in order to be elected in 

the first round of election. The remaining six 

presidential candidates received less than 1 

percent of the votes combined. Uhuru 

achieved 25% of votes in 35 counties while 

Raila did the same in 29 counties. Total 

national voter turnout was 15,073,662 

Kenyans, representing 71.91% of total 

registered voters Mombasa Governor Ali 
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Hassan Joho of NASA retained his seat while his Nairobi counterpart Evans Kidero lost to Jubilee’s 

Mike Sonko. There was a slightly improvement when one constituency in Mombasa elected a woman 

Mishi Mboko as an area MP. She is the first woman member of parliament to be elected in a 

competitive race pitting men in Mombasa. Apart from controlling the council of governors, Jubilee 

will also control both the Senate and the National Assembly. Jubilee party was able to win 25 

governors seats out of the 47. Notable was that small parties had their say though. The Kenya African 

National Union (KANU) won one governor in West Pokot – John Lonyang’apuo – who edged out 

Governor Simon Kachapin. Ford Kenya won in Trans Nzoia, where Governor Patrick Kahemba 

retained his seat, and Bungoma where Wycliffe Wangamati dethroned Jubilee’s Ken Lusaka. The 

National Rainbow Coalition (NARC) grabbed Kitui from Wiper through its party leader Charity Ngilu. 

Wiper also lost Machakos to Alfred Mutua’s Maendeleo Chap on whose ticket he has retained the 

governorship. ODM which is one of the five parties forming the coalition won 13 Governors seats.  

 

Figure 1 Voting in St. Monica Academy Kitengela Kajiado County 

Apart from the 47 women county representative to the National Assembly, 22 more women were 

elected from their respective constituencies. This is an improvement though it only forms 22% of 

women representation which is still a far cry from the 30% envisioned in the constitution.  

 

In Mombasa and some parts of Nairobi that our team were privileged to observe, the elections were 

peaceful, transparent and credible during voting, counting and tallying. As an organization we had 
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our limitations in getting to know whether there was a challenge during transmission and verification 

at the National Tallying Centre in Bomas. All the polling stations we visited the voting started in time 

except two that started 30 minutes late due to late arrival of the party agents. The voter identification 

kits this time round worked compared to the 2013 when most of them failed. In few areas that the 

kits failed, they were quickly replaced. Almost all the polling stations voting ended in time. This can 

be attributed to the IEBC initiative of having a maximum of 700 voters in each station.  

 

Figure 2:A voter leaves the polling station after casting her vote 

 

From our observations, the elections were a dramatic improvement compared to 2013. The elections 

were largely peaceful, and for that, all Kenyans deserve to be congratulated, especially the 

candidates. From the time of writing this report the opposition under the NASA coalition was yet to 

concede the presidential results. However in some positions most of the candidates had conceded. 

In this preliminary report, Angaza Empowerment Network assesses the conduct of Kenya’s elections 

against the country’s legal frame-work and obligations for democratic elections. In order to improve 

future elections, the Network hopes the conclusions and recommendations in this report will be 

taken under advisement. One of our key recommendations is that the election needs to be staggered 

in that the presidential election should be held separate from other elections to avoid overwhelming 

of the voters and the electoral official. This will also reduce the anxiety experienced due to the long 
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duration the country waits for the results. It will also provide proper concentration of the 

commission. Overall, Kenya fulfilled its obligations to ensure that a sound and comprehensive legal 

framework was in place for the 2017 elections. Although Kenya’s constitutional and legislative 

reforms provided Kenyans with the basic framework for genuine democratic elections, Angaza is 

disappointed by several weaknesses. 

 

Angaza Empowerment Network especially regrets the Parliament’s failure to adopt a quota reserving 

one-third of elective positions for women. Although the constitution reserves 47 seats in the National 

Assembly and 16 in the Senate for women, only 22 women were directly elected to the National 

Assembly and 3 were elected in governorship while 2 were directly elected to the Senate. The 

election results, therefore, demonstrate that while the system of reserved seats for women was 

enthusiastically adopted, women fared poorly in other directly elected offices even though this was 

an improvement from the 2013 election. 

Important amendments to the electoral 

system should be considered to strengthen the 

representation of elected women in Kenya 

since the courts have also pronounced 

themselves on the same.  

 

Electoral officials ought to be given adequate 

security since anything that happens to their 

lives dents the process of the elections and 

leaves the public casting aspersions. This was 

the case with the death of the ICT Manager Mr. 

Chris Msando who was killed few days to the 

elections.  

 

Angaza Empowerment Network will be 

providing its main findings and 

recommendations on election observation in 

its final report.  

 

Figure 3:  A voter casting his vote during the 2017 election
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Figure 4: Angaza Team taking time for a selfie moment 

 

 
Figure 5 Angaza Mombasa Observer team posing for a photo at Mwijabu Primary School Polling Centre 
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Figure 6 Angaza Empowerment Network chairman Derrick Ngumu, Richard Obedi and Mr Robert Foulser the head of Delegation in 
attendance of The Ground Zero Report. 

 

 
Figure 7 Angaza Empowerment Team Accompanied with other international Observers posing for a photo 

 


